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businesses of State, yet dependent on a Parli;
ment he despised. Ministers he would not trus
and a cousin whom he feared.

Nevertheless, though he would employ on mar
occasions* mean and indefensible stratagems i
overcome or avoid a difficulty, neither these n<
any other consequences of an inherited weakne
can alter or diminish the strength of charact<
conspicuous in the cool unruffled temper wit
which he faced the emergencies of those anxioi
years.

So much has been written already about h
character, and, to this end, so much emphas:
has been laid upon his private life, that it :
almost superfluous to say more. For, just as n
English king or queen can be said to have bee
more intimately associated with his subjects tha
Charles II, so none has been made more familia
to posterity. A king, it is true, must spend th
greatest part of his life in public, and even th
little time he can snatch from the business of th
day for his private concerns must generally b
shared with his courtiers. Nearly three hundrei
years have passed since quizzing crowds thronge<